
ad sciurus 
THE SQUIRREL 

It was so lovely to see so many families join us for our rather 
magical but cold ‘Christmas Story in Song’. The children were 
amazing and a particular recognition of resilience, stamina and 
strength to our Year 6 children who were the last chapter of the 
story and remained to the end! I was very proud of you all. My 
thanks also to the team who set up outside but also cooked more 
sausages than I have ever seen and organised the food and drink. 
It really was a lovely idea and this was made even more 
Christmassy by the snow. There is still a chance of snow over the 
weekend and I would love the children to be able to play in the 
snow and be able to build a snowman and to make a snow angel 
too. One year a white Christmas would be just amazing!  

Continuing on the theme of Christmas, this afternoon at 4pm 
our very youngest team members take to the stage for their 
retelling of the Nativity. The children have been rehearsing and 
learning their lines and singing songs and I know that being able 
to perform tonight will begin the Christmas love for many. We will 
open the doors at 3.50pm this evening and all families are 
welcome to come and watch their children perform. We look 
forward to seeing you a little bit later.  

Tomorrow is Christmas Lunch Day and, as previously mentioned, 
children are able to wear their Christmas jumpers for the day. 
Lunch will be in two sittings starting with KS2 and followed by KS1 
and Reception afterwards. The chefs in the kitchen have been 
busy preparing all of the food and the children will look forward 
to pulling a cracker or two!  

We have just completed the Lanesend Christmas Raffle and the 
winners have been announced live on Facebook. A text message 
will also go out to families who have won a prize to collect. My 
thanks again to all the people who donated prizes and to all the 
family, friends and team members who brought a ticket to raise 
funds for the school. We are still raising funds to revamp our 
Library over the coming year. We do have a little Christmas extra 
as we have some food hampers to be raffled off for just £1 in a 
24 hour ‘Christmas Cracker’ to be collected on Tuesday. 
Information for this will come out to you shortly.  

To end the Lanesend Christmas season this year, we have our 
Christmas Adventure on Monday followed by a Christmas 
morning of activity on Tuesday. Just a reminder school closes at 
1pm on Tuesday. The Den will also be closed on this date and 
will reopen on our return on Tuesday 3rd January 2023.  

This afternoon, the children will watch seven speeches, one 
from each year group. The seven speeches have been chosen by 
each year group as the one that they feel was the best one to go 
through to become Lanesend Speech Champion. I have loved 
seeing the children rehearse their Christmas addresses and the 
children have been really inspired about what the King’s first 
Christmas Speech on Christmas Day might entail. It is lovely how 
their skills and confidence grow each year and I am so amazed by 
their thoughts and reflection from across the year. We will 
announce the Lanesend Speech Champions later today.  

I am also really proud of the children who have made Christmas 
cards, calendars and sang carols to the community. This really 
has spread the love of Christmas and shown kindness to others. 
This is just what Christmas is all about; as well as having time to 
spend with our friends and family enjoying many moments of joy 
and happiness. Our children, your children, do this in abundance.  

The team have also completed formative and summative 
assessments and will be sending home Pupil Progress Reports by 
the end of the term. We have seen some really nice moments of 
progress this term and we can see that the impact of the 
interventions and support that we are giving to the children is 
making a difference. That is what we want everyday in 
partnership with families at home; to make a difference to our 
children. As I have said, we want to grow the very best adults. As 
always any questions or concerns, please contact your child’s 
teacher and they will be happy to support or answer any concerns 
you may have.  

It was lovely to welcome Reverend Amanda back into school 
today and she did a really lovely Christmas assembly with 
children in Years 1 and 2. I am so pleased that Amanda will be 
retuning after Christmas more regularly.  

Talking about after Christmas, we return on Tuesday 3rd January 
2023 for our next curriculum focus around the anniversary of 
Hovis and ‘As Good Today as it has Always Been’. The curriculum 
focus will be Science and Design and Technology based on a focus 
on where food comes from the geography and history of food, 
breads from around the world and different religions and we 
hope to have a ‘Lanesend Great Bake’ off towards the end of the 
term. As well as many other lovely learning opportunities from 
Dance Live to our annual ‘Vocabulary Dress Up Day’, which this 
year is a word in many languages. 

I am really looking forward to another year at Lanesend Primary 
and creating learning that will absorb and engage  all the 
children and cement a love of learning for a life time. I would 
like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a hopeful new 
year. My thanks to you all and to all the team in school and to 
the children for making every day at Lanesend a moment full of 
love and joy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Caroline Sice, Headteacher  
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 10 days until 

Christmas  



FOR YOU 

Dates for your Diary 

Friday 16th December—Christmas Lunch and 
Jumper Day  

Monday 19th December—Christmas Adventure 

Tuesday 20th December—Last Day of Term and Early Finish 
Time of 1pm  

Tuesday 3rd January 2023—First Day of Spring Term  

Tuesday 20th December—

School Lunch will be Sausage 

and Chips Boxed Lunch! 
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Use these prompts with your children at home to start a conversation about 

their week in school... 

Reception— Talk to me about... Speech Week and our Nativity performance 

Words to use....I am excited to share my ... This year I started school and now I can... I hope... 

Tips for the week... practise all phase 2 sounds over the holiday.  

We have been reading... The Christmas Story.  

Year 1— Talk to me about...Christmas music. What have we enjoyed? How does it make us feel?  

Words to use….Christmas, music, adjectives, description 

Tips for the week...we've been exploring patterns in maths. Help me spot patterns when we are 
out and about, or at home.  

We have been reading....We're Going on an Elf Hunt.  

Year 2— 

Year 3 – TALK TO ME ABOUT... angels in Christianity 

WORDS TO USE... guardian, messenger, warrior, worship 

TIPS FOR THE WEEK...  Christmas crafts are great for our fine motor skills 

WE ARE READING... Varjak Paw by SF Said 

Year 4—Talk to me about: The 12 Days of Christmas orienteering, our speeches and our naughty elves 
that made US do their homework! 

Tip of the week: When doing map work, as your travel, you have to keep moving it to ensure it is facing 
north.  

We have been reading: A variety of shorter stories, mostly themed around Christmas. Next terms books 
have been chosen and we are excited to share these with  

Year 5— Talk to me about... how speech week was for me. What strategies have we used to build 
confidence? 

Words to use... numerator, denominator, multiple, common denominator, descending, ascending 
order (fractions this week in maths). 

Tips for the week... use the 'mirror mirror' trick box card to help manage emotions and create 
confident, mindful decision making. 

We have been reading... ‘War of the Worlds' by H. G. Wells (abridged version). 

Year 6— Talk to me about how I would be a great monarch for the country and what my hopes are fro 
next year. 

In Science we have continued to learn about inherited characteristics, which characteristics could I have 
inherited from family members? 

We have continued to develop our understanding of fractions in maths and solved Christmas challenges. 
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SKILL OF THE MONTH 
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Why not give this Multilingual Advent Calendar a try at home! Here is the link: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=cGRh0Y4hUGk 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cGRh0Y4hUGk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cGRh0Y4hUGk
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